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6th  Annual  Ottawa  U.J.A. 
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE  MISSION  TO  ISRAEL 
Monday,  February  23  — Monday,  March  8 
Contact:  Hy  Hochberg  232-7306 


FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 


One  Week  To  Go 

December  31  is  the  very  last  day 
we  can  issue  receipts  for  U.J.A. 
if  you'd  like  to  deduct  for  '75 
Please  arrange  for  your  cheque  to  arrive 


WOMEN'S  COMMITTEE  ENLARGES  PROGRAM 

The  Women's  Committee  of  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Bertha  Palmer  is  pictured  at  the  first  planning 
meeting  of  the  season.  Mrs.  Palmer  and  her  committee  intend  to 
enlarge  the  scope  of  their  activities  this  year  by  including  several 
educational  programs  in  addition  to  developing  a community 
calendar.  Their  main  objective  is  co-operation  among  communal 
organizations.  The  first  program  which  is  being  co-sponsored  with 
the  Ottawa  Council  of  Hadassah-Wizo,  will  take  the  form  of  a 
Public  Affairs  Seminar  on  Tuesday,  January  27.  Every  woman  in  the 
community  is  invited  to  attend. 


TWO  OUTSTANDING  OPPORTUNITIES  TO 
VISIT  ISRAEL  IN  1976 

Fourth  National  Convention 
CANADIAN  ZIONIST  FEDERATION 
Monday,  February  9 — Wednesday,  February  18 
Contact:  Mrs.  Norman  Torontow  729-5354 


WELCOME  AMBASSADOR  OF  ISRAEL 
AND  MRS.  SHALEV  TO  OTTAWA 

His  Excellency  Mordechai  Shalev,  Ambassador  of  Israel  to  Canada 
and  Mrs.  Shalev  are  pictured  on  their  arrival  at  Ottawa  Interna- 
tional Airport.  They  were  welcomed  by  representatives  of  the 
government  of  Canada,  the  Embassy  of  Israel  and  leaders  of  the 
Jewish  Community  of  Ottawa.  Shown  with  Ambassador  and  Mrs. 
Shalev  from  left  to  right  are:  Dr.  Harvey  Lithwick,  Yosef  Yaakov, 
Mr.  T.H.W.  Read,  Deputy  Chief  of  Protocol,  Department  of 
External  Affairs,  David  Loeb,  Mrs.  Yosef  Yaakov,  Howard  Stanis- 
lawski,  Norman  Zagerman,  Hy  Hochberg,  Mrs.  Laz  Mirsky  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  Greenberg. 


Vaad  Report 

by  David  Loeb, 

President,  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr 

I take  this  opportunity  to  extend  a warm  and  heartfelt  “bruchim  haba- 
yim”  to  the  newly-appointed  Ambassador  of  Israel,  His  Excellency 
Mordechai  Shalev  and  his  lovely  lady.  I had  the  pleasure  of  greeting  them 
at  the  airport  when  they  arrived  in  Ottawa  and  since  then,  have  been 
privileged  to  be  with  them  at  a number  of  communal  functions.  Both  are 
warm,  charming  people  whose  circle  of  friends  and  admirers  is  growing 
each  day.  The  Shalevs  are  certain  to  add  a special  dimension  to  the  unique 
relationship  which  exists  between  this  community  and  Israel’s  envoys  to 
Canada  which  was  begun  with  the  arrival  of  the  Comays  in  1953.  The 
Amassador  comes  to  his  new  post  after  serving  with  distinction  as 
Minister  at  the  Embassy  of  Israel  in  Washington  for  a period  of  three 
years.  I wish  him  equal  success  in  his  mission  to  Canada.  Needless  to  say, 

I offer  him  our  complete  support  and  co-operation. 

* * * 

In  light  of  recent  attacks  on  Israel  and  Zionism  in  the  international 
arena  and  in  our  own  country,  the  leadership  of  the  Vaad  has  re-examined 
our  community  relations  apparatus  and  taken  steps  to  improve  out- 
planning  and  response  mechanisms.  The  Ottawa  structure  takes  into 
account  the  unique  position  we  occupy  as  residents  of  the  nation’s  capital 
and  reflects  the  workings  of  the  national  instruments  which  have  been 
created  to  deal  with  Israeli  and  Jewish  concerns  in  Canada. 

The  case  for  Israel  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Canada-Israel 
Committee,  a body  created  by  Canadian  Jewish  Congress,  the  Canadian 
Zionist  Federation  and  B’nai  B’rith  to  speak  with  one  voice  on  behalf  of 
Canadian  Jewry.  It  functions  in  an  advocacy  role  and  has  recently  opened 
an  Ottawa  office.  The  Joint  National  Committee  on  Community  Relations 
of  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  and  B’nai  B’rith  has  been  in  existence  for 
many  years  and  is  the  defense  agency  concerned  with  combatting 


Chevra  Kadisha 
Announces  Policies 


It  has  come  to  our  attention  that 
many  people  are  unaware  of  the 
procedures  to  follow  in  case  death 
occurs.  We  would,  therefore,  like 
to  indicate  some  of  the  proce- 
dures that  are  involved. 

When  death  occurs,  it  is  advis- 
able to  immediately  notify  the 
Cemetery  Committee  Chairman 
of  your  synagogue,  who  in  turn 
notifies  the  clergy  of  the 
synagogue,  as  well  as  the  Chevra 
Kadisha. 

In  most  instances,  you  will  also 
wish  to  contact  the  Rabbi  directly. 

If  death  should  occur  on  Shab- 
bos  or  Yom  Tov,  there  is  nothing 
that  can  be  done  until  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  Holy  Day.  Therefore, 
no  calls  should  be  made  until  the 
conclusion  of  Shabbos  or  Yom 
Tov.  The  funeral  usually  takes 
place  as  soon  after  death  as  possi- 
ble. 

We  have,  on  many  occasions, 
urged  people  not  to  congregate  in 
the  lower  room  of  the  Chapel. 
This  room  is  for  the  immediate 
family  and  socialization  at  this 
time,  is  out  of  place. 


ble  to  tear  a basic  garment,  such 
as  a shirt,  which  would  be  worn 
constantly  during  the  period  of 
Shiva. 

Following  the  funeral  service, 
the  departed  is  escorted  to  the 
Jewish  Community  Cemetary. 
The  burial  procedure  according 
to  Jewish  law  includes  the  cover- 
ing of  the  coffin  preferably  to  the 
very  top  and  at  least  until  the 
coffin  itself  is  covered.  This  law 
provides  an  emotional  release 
that  comes  from  being  actually 
involved  in  the  final  interment.  In 
Jewish  law,  burial  is  one  of  the 
most  important  ingredients  in  re- 
spect for  the  departed  and  it  is 
considered  an  act  of  disrespect  to 
leave  this  final  adieu  to  strangers. 

Immediately  after  burial.  Kad- 
dish  is  recited,  after  which  the 
family  returns  home  for  the  Shiva 
period  or  seven  days  of  mourning. 

These  procedures  are  by  no 
means  exhaustive  but  are  just  the 
basic  pattern  that  should  be  fol- 
lowed. We  are  at  your  service  at 
all  times  to  answer  questions  and 
to  be  of  help. 


anti-semitism  and  discrimination  in  all  its  manifestations. 

The  Ottawa  re-organization  follows  similar  lines.  The  Ottawa  Region 
of  the  Canada-Israel  Committee  will  initiate  activities  in  our  area  which 
will  give  effect  to  the  programs  and  policy  guidelines  established  by  the 
national  body.  It  will  have  a heavy  educational  focus  in  its  bid  for 
an  understanding  of  Israel's  right  to  peace  and  security.  Hyman  Soloway, 
Q.C.  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  Arnell  Goldberg  and  Rabbi  Roy  D. 
Tanenbaum  are  Vice-Chairmen. 

Mervin  Mirsky  will  head  the  Community  Relations  Committee  which 
will  deal  with  all  matters  of  a Canadian  nature  affecting  the  Jewish  com- 
munity). Both  the  Ottawa  Region,  Canada-Israel  Committee  and  the 
Community  Relations  Committee  derive  their  authority  from  the  Vaad 
and  will  report  to  the  Vaad.  They  will,  however,  relate  to  and  maintain 
constant  liaison  with  their  national  counterparts. 

Committee  personnel  are  currently  being  recruited  but  anyone  who 
would  like  to  help  is  asked  to  communicate  directly  with  the  officers 
named  or  with  our  office  on  Chapel  Street. 


The  V aad  has  felt  for  some  time  that  there  is  a need  to  assess  the  state 
of  social  services  in  the  Jewish  community  in  order  to  determine  whether 
gaps  exist.  Recently,  representations  have  been  received  from  a number 
of  quarters  which  reinforce  that  view.  As  a result,  the  Executive 
Committee  has  authorized  a Social  Service  Needs  Study  through  the 
initiative  of  Mrs.  Laz  Mirsky,  and  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mrs. 
Norman  Loeb.  Professor  Brian  Segal  of  the  School  of  Social  Work  at 
Carleton  University  has  offered  his  help  and  professional  advice  and  he 
will  tunction  as  consultant  to  the  study.  Mrs.  Loeb  is  forming  a committee 
now  and  expects  the  four-month  study  to  get  under  way  early  in  the  new 
^CarL^*1e  target  date  f°r  the  committee  report  and  recommendations  to 
the  Vaad  is  May  1,  1976. 


I am  also  pleased  to  announce  that  Mr.  Israel  Shinder  has  taken  on  the 
chairmanship  ot  a Study  Committee  on  Jewish  Education  in  Ottawa.  This 
is  a complex  subject  which  could  be  examined  in  a number  of  different 
ways.  In  a search  for  clarification  of  the  terms  of  reference,  Mr.  Shinder 
met  with  our  officers  last  week.  Two  important  conclusions  emerged: 

1 . The  operation  of  our  various  school  systems  is  the  responsibility  of 
their  respective  boards  of  directors  and  the  Vaad  has  no  intention  of 
becoming  involved  in  their  administration  or  curriculum. 


The  tearing  of  the  garment  oc- 
curs immediately  prior  to  the  ac-  THE  CHEVRA  KADISHA 

tual  funeral  service.  It  is  advisa-  OF  OTTAWA 


OTTAWA  WINS  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  AWARD 


TO  THE 

Jewish  Community  Council  of  Ottawa 

FOR 

* Best  Special  Event: 

Mail-a-Thon  — " To  Russia  Wilh  Love" 


2.  The  most  pressing  problem  facing  our  schools  is  financing.  With  costs 
rising  as  they  are.  communal  subsidies  are  currently  making  up  about  60% 
of  the  budget.  If  this  trend  continues  as  it  looks  now,  we  may  well  be  faced 
with  finding  sources  of  income  other  than  tuition  fees  and  U.J.A.  grants  in 
order  to  keep  our  schools  open. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Shinder  was  asked  to  concentrate  initially  on  the 
funding  aspects  ot  Jewish  education,  and  his  inquiry  for  the  course  of  the 
next  tew  weeks  will  be  moving  in  that  direction.  I would  ask  the  Chairmen 
ot  the  Ottawa  Talmud  Torah  Board,  the  Ottawa  Modern  Jewish  School 
and  the  Temple  Israel  Religious  School  to  extend  iheir  help  and 
co-operation  to  him  in  his  search  for  answers. 

* * * 


Pictured  above  is  a reproduction  of  the  certificate  presented 
recently  at  the  44th  General  Assembly  of  the  Council  of  Jewish 
Federations  and  Welfare  Funds.  The  award  was  given  for  a photo 
which  appeared  as  part  of  a Mail-a-Thon  arranged  by  the  Soviet 
Jewry  Committee  for  the  1975  Solidarity  Day  program. 
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THE  OTTAWA  |EWISH  BULLETIN  & REVIEW  is  published  by  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha  ir 
(Jewish  Community  Council  of  Ottawa),  151  Chapel  Street,  Ottawa,  Canada  KIN 
7Y2.  Norman  ZaRerman,  Immediate  Past  President;  David  Loeb,  President;  Gilbert 
Greenberg,  Dr.  Harvey  Lithwick,  Vice-Presidents;  Zeev  Vered,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  Laz 
Mirsky,  Honourarv  Secretary;  Hy  HochberR,  Executive  Director. 


Finally  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Morris  Cantor 
taking  on  the  chairmanship  of  a new  United  Jewish  Appeal  C; 
Collections  Committee.  Morris  has  gathered  a group  of  interes 
volunteers  around  him  and  they  have  been  at  work  during  the  past  f 
weeks  mobilizing  maximum  cash  for  Israel  and  the  other  beneficiaries 
our  campaign.  Since  pledges  are  only  pledges  until  they  are  paid  I 
importance  of  this  effort  cannot  be  over  emphasized.  Calls  and  cab 


Joseph  Peimer,  Editor  Editorial  Committee: 

Joel  Diena,  Hy  Hochberg,  Stan  Levine,  Ayni  Neuman,  Eugene  Rothman 


have  been  coming  in  stressing  the  urgency  for  cash  remittances  and  we 
have  promised  to  do  everything  we  can  before  the  end  of  the  year.  If  you 
would  like  your  cheque  picked  up,  please  call  our  office  at  232-7306  and 
Mr.  Cantor  or  one  of  his  team  members  will  be  glad  to  do  so. 


IN  TRIBUTE  TO  DAVID 


AND  RACHEL  EPSTEIN 


«*“*» 
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GENEROSITY  IN  ESTABL 

EP.STEIN  FOUNDATION  WILL  HELP 

PERPETUATE  JEWISH  LIFE  IN  OTTAWA 
JTURE  CENERA 


a\»jvKh 


USoercrtfEEl 


This  is  a facsimile  of  the  tablet  in  the  main  foyer  of  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre  which  was  erected  by  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr  in 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  David  and  Rachel  Epstein. 


David  Loeb,  President  of  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr,  unveils  a bronze 
tablet  as  a testament  of  the  generosity  of  the  late  David  and  Rachel 
Epstein  whose  munificent  bequest  will  help  perpetuate  Jewish  life  in 
Ottawa  for  future  generations.  Since  the  first  distribution  in  the 
summer  of  1970,  almost  $625,000.  has  been  received  by  Jewish 
charitable,  religious,  educational  organizations  and  institutions 
from  the  85%  of  the  income  generated  by  the  trust.  Mr.  Loeb  is 
shown  with  Mr.  Justice  Abraham  H.  Lieff. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hy  Maser,  niece  and  nephew  of  the  late  David  and 
Rachel  Epstein  are  shown  with  their  children  Earl  Maser  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Cooperman  at  the  dedication  of  the  Epstein  plaque  in  the  Main 
Lobby  of  the  Jewish  Community  Centre.  Mr.  Maser  recited  kaddish 
in  their  memory. 


The  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Abraham  H.  Lieff  delivered  the  tribute  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Epstein  at  the  dedication  ceremony  held  at  the  Jewish 
Community  Centre  on  November  17.  1975.  The  text  of  his  remarks 
follows: 

We  gather  today  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  David  and  Rachel 
Epstein.  To  fully  define  this  occasion,  we  must  look  at  the  words  on  the 
plaque  itself.  We  see  before  us  a symbol  of  Jewish  continuity.  Throughout 
their  lives,  Rachel  and  David  Epstein  walked  hand  in  hand  as  observant 
Jews.  Their  faith  was  secure,  and  living  as  Jews  had  profound  meaning  to 
them.  No  less  meaningful  to  them  was  their  lives  as  Canadians. 

It  was  given  to  few  other  Jews  of  his  generation  to  know  well  people  in 
high  places  in  the  general  community.  Early  in  his  life  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Epstein  knew  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier.  Indeed  in  those  years  they  leased  flats 
to  Members  of  Parliament,  and  Sir  Wilfrid  is  supposed  to  have  commented 
on  one  occasion  they  also  provided  them  with  kosher  food. 

Through  his  friendship  with  MacKenzie  King,  David  Epstein  did 
much  good  for  many  Jews  seeking  help,  particularly  for  many  seeking  to 
migrate  to  Canada. 

He  was  a friend  of  Provincial  Cabinet  Ministers,  and  many  years 
before  he  passed  away,  he  was  named  a Justice  of  Peace. 


He  knew  well  many  of  the  Mayors  of  Ottawa,  and  for  some  years 
served  as  a member  of  the  Court  of  Revision,  which  is  the  court  which 
hears  assessment  appeals.  A particularly  close  friend  was  the  late  Senator 
Roebuck.  David  Epstein’s  knowledge  of  real  estate  values  was  ap- 
preciated and  on  many  occasions  his  knowledge  was  used  by  senior 
lending  institutions. 

Through  his  friendship  with  the  directors  of  the  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce,  David  Epstein  arranged  for  the  financing  of  the  Beth  Shalom 
Synagogue  in  Toronto  and  through  his  connections  with  a Trust  Company 
he  arranged  its  permanent  financing. 

Some  of  his  friends  liked  to  call  him  Judge.  I suspect  he  enjoyed  that.  1 
know  others  who  do. 

His  love  of  our  people  first  took  him  to  Palestine  many  years  ago.  I do 
not  remember  one  Zionist  Convention  where  I did  not  meet  Dave  Epstein. 
He  loved  the  Shul;  he  loved  his  people.  By  his  parting  gift  to  his  people  and 
to  the  general  community,  he  demonstrated  that  love.  Rachel  and  David 
Epstein  followed  straight  and  honourable  pathways  throughout  their 
lives,  as  they  walked  together,  they  walked  with  all  generations  of  Jews. 

They  lived  with  a vision  of  the  future  national  revival  of  our  people. 
They  had  a deep  and  abiding  faith  in  the  God  of  our  Fathers. 

So  this  symbol  of  continuity  which  we  dedicate  today  should  inspire 
all  of  us  to  preserve  our  faith,  lo  keep  it  strong,  to  nourish  our  heritage,  to 
the  end  that  we  shall,  with  God’s  help,  remain  the  eternal  people. 


OTTAWA  HOSTS  IMMIGRANTS 


On  Sunday,  October  19,  1975,  the  Main  Auditorium  resounded 
with  the  happy  sounds  of  community  singing  and  dancing  by  some 
150  newly  arrived  immigrants  to  Canada.  J I AS  of  Montreal  brought 
two  busloads  who  originally  came  from  Russia  and  North  Africa  on 
a tour  of  the  Canada's  Capital.  They  were  invited  to  lunch  at  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre  along  with  our  local  new  arrivals. 
Greetings  were  extended  on  behalf  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Commun- 
ity by  Hy  Hochberg  in  English,  Henri  Dahan  in  French  and  Lev 
Goldfarb  in  Russian.  Entertainment  was  provided  by  Chason 
Gasmarnik  on  the  accordion  and  Israeli  sing-song  led  by  Ella  Harris. 
The  day's  events  were  arranged  by  the  Jewish  Immigrant  Aid 
Services  of  Montreal  in  co-operation  with  the  Ottawa  Branch. 


CELEBRITY  AUCTION  CHEQUE  PRESENTED 
TO  ZAHAL  DISABLED  VETERANS  FUND 


Edie  Koryani  of  the  Celebrity  Auction  Committee  is  shown  in  Tel 
Aviv  with  Sholomo  Lador,  National  Chairman  of  Zahal  Disabled 
Veterans  Fund  and  other  leaders  of  the  organization  after  having 
presented  a cheque  for  $23,000  the  proceeds  of  this  year's 
Celebrity  Auction  held  on  June  11,  1975  in  Ottawa. 


HILLEL  LODGE 

Be  our  guest. 

HAVE  A CUP  OF  TEA  ANY  SATURDAY  OR 
SUNDAY  AFTERNOON 
(or  really  any  afternoon) 

AT  3:00  p.m.  AND  STAY  AWHILE. 

Visit  our  lovely  shul  and  pray  with  us  on  Shabat. 
The  Bubbehs  and  Zeidahs  will  be  pleased. 

Hillel  Lodge  236-7132. 

Our  Senior  Citizens  Home 


MISSION  TO  MONTEBELLO 

Pictured  above  are  the  participants  of  a day-long  retreat  as  they 
board  the  bus  leaving  for  Montebello  on  Thursday,  October  30, 
1975.  This  event  was  the  first  of  several  programs  planned  for 
year-round  Women's  Division  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Simone  Goldberg.  Those  who  attended  discus- 
sed the  role  and  responsibility  of  the  woman  in  the  Jewish 
community;  new  and  different  methods  of  campaigning;  and  they 
heard  an  up-to-the  minute  briefing  on  the  Middle  East  situation. 


U.J.A.  WOMEN'S  DIVISION  - 1975 

The  following  names  were  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  publication 
listing  the  names  of  contributors  to  the  1975  Women's  Division  Campaign 
of  the  Ottawa  United  Jewish  Appeal.  j 

Advance 

Mary  Montain  Gloria  Roseman 

Guardians 

Betty  Feller 


Women: 

Mark  This  Date  On  Your  Calendar! 

JANUARY  27 

The  Women's  Committee  of  the  Ottawa  Vaad  Ha'lr 

in  co-operation  with 

The  Ottawa  Council  of  Hadassah-Wizo 
invites  you  to  attend  a 

Public  Affairs  Seminar 

on 

Tuesday,  January  27,  1976 

from 

9:30  a.m.  - 3:00  p.m. 

in  the  Auditorium  of  the  Jewish  Community  Centre 
$3.00  registration  fee 


PATERSON  NEGEV  DINNER 

The  following  contributions  came  in  after  the  Negev  Dinner  Booklet 
went  to  press. 

SPONSORS 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Arnell  Goldberg 
Mr.  & Mrs.  A.M.  Hochberg 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Abe  Kevanstein 
Tillie  Schelew 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Max  Weinstein 


